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“A New Commandment”      Text – Romans 13:8-14   LD 44        Reading – Matthew 25:1-13 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
The theme of love or love’s priority has been to the fore since v9 of ch. 12.  And one of the first things we noted about love when we started with this section was that it was not commanded but assumed.  There was no instruction given to believers that they love, but rather instruction about the nature of or the quality of that love.  
And we noted the reason for this as being Romans 1-11.  If God has shown us great love, undeserved love, in that while we were yet sinners, He sent His Son, Jesus, to die for us, then we will be those who love others.  
And this truth is plain, also, from the words of Jesus in John 13:34, where He says, “As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”  
· And so, in terms of the quality of that love, from vv9-16, love is to be sincere, it is to be humble, and it is to be patient.  
· And as we have also noted, it begins with the people inside the four walls of the church – there is to be a fierce and strong bond of love between us as children of God; as brothers and sisters in Christ.  
· But from vv17-21, there is also to be a love for those outside the four walls of the church, and especially toward those who are our enemies or persecutors.  
· And then, in 13:1-7, this was made specific in terms of the governing authorities.  Christians are to be those characterized by submission to all authority – our love for Christ, who excelled in the love of submission, Himself, is to be seen in our attitude toward authority.  
· And so, vv6-7 ended by calling on us to pay what is owed – taxes, revenue, respect and honour.
Well, Paul steps back now from love’s microscope, if you like, to love’s telescope.  Having zoomed in to the detail of paying our taxes, etc, as a specific example of what the life of love looks like, Paul now pans out to end this section with some general exhortations about love.  
Now, that is not to say that there is no more to be said about love in Romans.  Romans 14 is about the weak and the strong in the church and how they are to interact with one another.  And love will be the measure that Paul calls believers to strive for in their dealings with one another. 
But here at the end of ch. 7, we read an echo of the John 13:34 new commandment of Jesus, “Love one another.”  And we see the universality of love and the urgency of love.   
So first of all then, from vv8-10, the universality of love.  For in these verses we see that there are no limits to love.  In accord with the love our God has shown us in Jesus, there is to be an inexhaustible wideness, a universality, to the love we show to others.
1. The current governor of the Reserve Bank of NZ is Graeme Wheeler.  And part of his job is to monitor inflation in NZ’s economy.  The Reserve Bank Act gives upper and lower limits to inflation in NZ.  So if inflation is high, there are certain things he can do that will force it down and if inflation is low, there are certain things he can do to force it up.  And at the moment, because inflation is trending on the high side, one of the things the RBG is doing is to raise the OCR, or the official cash rate.  And this affects interest rates both in terms of borrowing and investing.  Now, economists and accountants among us will have a far better idea than me of what all that means.  But what that means for many of us is that our floating rate mortgage repayments go up!   
a. Well, the economic reality that I have just shared with you connects with our text in two ways: First of all, there are some who take the words of v8 as forbidding all borrowing.  
i. Because we are told here that the only debt we believers should have is that of love, they take the view that it is wrong for the Christian to borrow.  So, no mortgages, no student loans, etc.  Hudson Taylor, missionary to China, and Charles Spurgeon, the well-known preacher of the 1800’s, were two who took that view.   
A. Literally, you see, the translation of the Greek reads like this, “To no one owe anything, except to love one another.”  
ii. However, from other passages in the Bible including some of the statements and parables of Jesus in the Gospels, it is clear that while the Lord was very concerned with the practise of charging excessive or too much interest, there is nothing wrong with borrowing and lending in itself.  
iii. But while this verse is not forbidding debt completely, neither can we ignore the strength of the words here, which, together with those of vv6-7, warn us against taking on debt lightly, and, if we do have a debt, urge us to pay it off, ASAP.  
A. That is why the NIV has phrased it in the way it does, “Let no debt remain outstanding.”  
B. If you have a tax bill or a mortgage or a credit card bill or a student loan, it should be that you are busy trying to clear that debt.  We are to be debt re-payers, regardless of what that debt might be.
b. But the second point that connects the economic reality I shared with you a moment ago with our text, is that there is one debt that we can never pay off, which is the debt of love that we owe others.  
i. In NZ, inflation is not allowed to go above certain levels.  But there are no upper limits on love.  
A. Again, looking back to vv6-7, if I have a tax debt, I am to pay it – to clean the slate, as it were, to wipe off that debt.  I cannot have an outstanding  tax debt, I cannot have a revenue debt, I cannot have a respect debt and I cannot have an honour debt.  There should be nothing outstanding between me and those in authority over me.  I should pay all that I owe.  
B. But with love, it is different.  I am always to be in debt when it comes to love.  The one debt that I can never pay in full is my obligation to love you.  I can never get to the point of saying, Clean slate – I don’t need to love you any more.
ii. And the reason for this should be obvious to those of us who have read Romans 1-11.  
A. We mentioned Romans 5:8 earlier in the service, “But God demonstrated His love in this, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  
1) So God loved us even when we were completely unlovable and unloving toward Him.  
B. And His love was a saving love.  
C. And from Romans 7, God loves us despite the fact that we do not do what we want to do and we do what we do not want to do.  God loves us despite the fact that we are still wretched sinners.  
1) Just imagine, brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, if God said to us, Enough.  That’s it.  You have let me down one time too many!  Just imagine if God kept a record of our wrongs.  
2) But what do we read in Romans 8:39, instead?  “[Nothing] will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  
D. You see, there is a very real sense in which God has placed Himself in debt to owe us His love.  And this is not because of anything in you or me, but because He is faithful to His unchanging word, and he has chosen to love us in Christ Jesus.  
E. And so, we have an un-payable debt of love to others
2. And secondly, in connection with the universality of love, this debt of love is one we owe not just to fellow believers but to everyone, including our enemies.  The “one another” here in v8 is not just fellow Christians but all people.  

a. And we know this from the context, which has been very specific about our obligations to those inside the church and those outside the church, including enemies and the civil government.  But we know this also in that the second half v8 through v10, are simply an echo of Jesus’ words, from when He was asked about the greatest commandment by an “expert in the law.”  
i. And the answer of Jesus was “the greatest commandment is this: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind, and the second is love your neighbour as yourself.”  If you love God and your neighbour, you will not murder him or commit adultery or steal or covet.  You will not do any harm to your neighbour, and instead you will seek only after his or her welfare.
ii. And after Jesus had given that answer, do you boys and girls remember the next question of the expert in the law?  “And who is my neighbour?”  And what parable or what story did Jesus give Him as an answer?  The story of the Good Samaritan.   And with that story, by including a Samaritan (!!!!),  Jesus widened the understanding of neighbour that existed among the Jewish people to include everyone.
iii. So even though “one another” is often used in the NT to mean believers, here it has a wider group in view.  And this is made explicit in the second half of the verse where instead of the word translated as ‘one another,’ a more general term, literally, ‘the other,’ which in our NIVs has been translated as ‘your fellow man,’ is used.

A. Just this past week, a 27 year old man was committed to trial for the murder of Blessie Contingco up in Auckland.  His trial will take place in March next year.  And he was granted name suppression until his trial.  Now, there are usually only two reasons why name suppression is given – if a person is famous or if a person has a history of crime.  And I suspect, given the nature of the news reports, that the later is the case with this man.  I suspect that when his trial comes around, we will discover that he has done something similar or worse before and that this will become another of those how can the justice system let this happen?  How can a criminal like this be allowed out to hurt and kill again?  
B. And congregation, here is the test for you and I.  You see, if you join those who will inevitably call out for him to be tortured in the worst of possible ways or say in your heart or out loud, ‘If I could have 5 minutes alone with that scumbag, I would give him what he deserves,’ then you either do not really know the love of God or you have fallen for the pattern of the world and need, again, a mind renewed by the Spirit of Christ. 
1) A forgiven sinner must not be a hater.

2) A forgiven sinner must not be revenge seeker.

3) A forgiven sinner must be a lover.  

a) You see, you are a spiritual and physical criminal.  You are guilty of committing crimes against God’s love again and again and again.  But what has He shown to you?  Only His love.  
b) And if you know this love; if you have experienced this love, it is not enough for you to just use the word love.  You must love the people that you are with each day – the ones in here and the ones out there.
This then is what is meant by the universality of love.  But secondly, in vv11-14, we see also the urgency of love.
1. And if you cast your minds back to Romans 12:2, you will remember from that verse that we are called not to “conform to the pattern of this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”  Well, as v11 begins, we see again just how important knowledge is in the Christian life as we are called on to “understand the present time.”  
a. And we keep making this point because we live in an anti-intellectual age.  Yes, our faith is to be living and experiential.  And yes, there is such a thing as ‘dry’ knowledge or formal religion.  But talk to any person who has a living faith and you will be talking to someone who has grown and who continues to grow in knowledge.  That person will be a serious student of God’s Word, first and foremost, and a student of the world that God has created.  That person will be someone eager to grow in “the knowledge of the Son of God,” as we read in Eph. 4:13.  
b. And what we are to understand about the present time is what Paul goes on to describe in fairly plain language in vv11-12, where he talks about “our salvation” being “nearer” and the night being “nearly over” and the day “almost here.”  
i. And the “salvation” spoken of in v11 points us back to Romans 8:28-30.  Let’s turn back there for a moment.  
A. These verses describe what we call the golden chain of salvation.  God foreknows and predestines and calls and justifies and then glorifies.  And to be glorified means to be raised to life eternal with glorified or resurrected bodies.  It is the ultimate goal of our salvation.  
1) So when Paul says that “our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed,” he means our glorification, the goal of our salvation, which comes when Jesus returns.  
B. What we need to understand, as believers, is that Jesus Christ is coming soon.  And when He comes, the night will be over and the day will have come.  
ii. And this must then affect the way we live as followers of Jesus Christ.  We are to live as though we expect Him today!  Ask yourself, beloved, if you knew for a fact that Jesus would return tonight or tomorrow, what parts of your life would you change?  What sins would you put away?  What attitudes would you address?  What grudges would you work hard to sort out?  
A. Earlier, we read from Matthew 25 and the parable of the ten Virgins.  These unmarried women were part of the bridal party.  And they were waiting for the bridegroom to arrive.  But he was a long time coming.  So five of them went out and five remained behind.  And only the five who remained and who were there when the bridegroom arrived were allowed to join him at the wedding banquet.  To the other five, who looked like they belonged at the banquet but who were not ready when he came, he said, “I tell you the truth, I don’t know you,” when they knocked and asked to be let in.  And the closing words of Jesus in that parable, His main point, was, “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.”

1) Brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, when Jesus comes again, there will be those in the church, singing the songs, praying the prayers, reciting the creeds, and putting money in the bag of whom Jesus will say, “I don’t know you.”
2) And Matthew 7:21-23 says the same thing, “Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?'  Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you.  Away from me, you evildoers!'”
a) There is a danger, people of God, that we sinfully misuse doctrines like election and the perseverance of the saints as band-aids to cover our willful sins: I keep watching pornography… I keep neglecting or saying hurtful things to my wife… I keep refusing to forgive… I hold on to bitterness… I get drink regularly…  I lose my temper often…  But it doesn’t matter, because I’m elect.  
b) But in case we have fallen into this trap, Jesus makes it absolutely plain also in Matthew 7, when He says, “Every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.”  
B. Colossians 3:1-4 says, “Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.”   
1) And this is what is in view with the words of vv12b-14 as the Spirit urges us away from those desires and behaviours that have to do with ‘the world’ or ‘the night’ or the ‘earthly things,’ and towards those behaviours and desires that have to do with ‘the day’ or ‘things above.’  
2) One commentator paraphrases v14b this way, “Put into very simple English, Paul is saying, ‘Do not plan for sin; give it no welcome; offer it no opportunity.  Kick the sin off your doorstep and you won’t have it in the house.” 

3) If you truly believe what you confessed earlier, which is that you “belong, body and soul, in life and in death, to [your] faithful Saviour, Jesus Christ,” you will turn your back on the types of sins listed here and you will love your neighbour.
Dear friend, could it be that you are a sleepy Christian?  Are you a ‘once saved always saved so it doesn’t really matter how I live Christian?  Or are you an alert Christian?  A living for Jesus Christian?  An I expect Jesus to return soon Christian?  

If you have heard these words and feel the conviction of sin, turn to Jesus.  There has been a lot said in this sermon about doing because this text is a doing text.  
But note the words that begin v14, “Clothe [yourself] with the Lord Jesus Christ.”
As you read the Bible, you will find yourself to be in the company of sinners, great sinners – adulterers, liars, murderers, and even Christ deniers.  

But in Jesus Christ sinners have a great Saviour!  
He took Paul who described himself as “the chief of sinners,” and He forgave Paul and gave him a new heart that loved God and neighbour.  And Jesus can give that to you also!

But He also supplied Paul with sufficient grace to cover the daily wretchedness of his remaining sin.  And He can give that to you also.  

So work hard at being Christ-like.  Don’t dress yourself in the garments of sin.  Instead, “Clothe yourself with the Lord Jesus Christ.”  Amen.

